























































































































































Public feeling in Ukraine ahead of the parliamentary election
Tadeusz Iwański 
After two and a half years under President Viktor Yanukovych and the 
Party of Regions, the overwhelming majority of Ukrainians are dissatisfied 
with the state the country’s economy is currently in and the direction it has 
been developing in. There has also been a significant drop in stability and 
social security with the general public increasingly feeling that the govern-
ment has little interest in their problems. Only 16% of Ukrainians believe 
that the current government has performed better than their predecessors, 
although overall confidence in both the ruling party and the opposition re-
mains low. Nonetheless, falling support for the president and the Cabinet 
does not seem to have translated into greater popularity for the country’s 
opposition parties; these currently enjoy the confidence of only a quarter 
of the electorate. The clear lack of credibility for politicians on either side 
of the political spectrum, coupled with an almost universal preoccupa-
tion with the bare necessities of life, has shifted the political processes 
in Ukraine further down the agenda for the majority of Ukrainians.
Ukraine’s poor economic performance, which over the last two years has 
been addressed through a series of highly unpopular economic reforms, 
has resulted in a growing mood of discontent and increased civil activity, 
with the Ukrainian people reporting a greater willingness than ever to join 
protests on social issues. Most of them, however, have shown much less 
interest in political rallies. This is likely to stem from low levels of trust in 
the opposition and the general belief that opposition politicians are not 
a viable alternative to the current government. One may therefore assu-
me that there will be little public scrutiny of the parliamentary election 
scheduled for 28 October, and that the likelihood of mass demonstrations 
during it is low. However, in the event of large-scale vote rigging and a di-
smissive response from the government, spontaneous unsanctioned rallies 
cannot be ruled out. What is more likely, however, is a series of protests 
after the elections, when the already difficult economic situation is further 
exacerbated by a predicted rise in the price of gas for Ukrainian households 
and a possible move to devalue the Ukrainian hryvnia.
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Ukrainian society has little confidence 
in the state, in its main institutions 
and in its politicians. The negative 
assessment of their work has not, 























Although	 President	 Viktor	 Yanukovych	 enjoys	 the	 highest	 public	 confidence	 levels	 from	
among	 all	 politicians	 in	 the	 ruling	 camp,	





ally	 enjoyed	 the	 highest	 level	 of	 public	

















Ukrainians	 view	 the	opposition.	Also	 this	 side	of	 the	political	 spectrum	has	been	 suffer-
ing	from	low	levels	of	public	trust,	although	their	 figures	are	slightly	better	than	those	of	
3	 See:	Iryna	Kyrychenko,	






























































The	growing	 lack	of	 financial	 security	 and	 the	 rejection	of	 the	political	 class	 in	Ukraine,	
have	led	to	a	situation	where	issues	not	directly	related	to	the	improvement	of	living	stand-
ards	 are	 beginning	 to	 be	 of	 little	 concern	 to	most	 voters.	 This	 attitude	 to	public	 affairs,	
however,	 stems	 not	 only	 from	 Ukraine’s	
economic	 hardship.	 The	 large-scale	 apa-
thy	affecting	Ukrainian	society	 is	a	result	
of	 the	 general	 disappointment	 with	 the	
country’s	 political	 class	 over	 the	 last	 20	
years,	and	 in	particular	 the	 failure	of	 the	
2005-2009	‘Orange’	government.	Broken	
election	 promises,	 the	 political	 chaos	 of	
Yulia	Tymoshenko’s	premiership	and	per-













































The large-scale apathy affecting 
Ukrainian society is a result of the gen-
eral disappointment with the country’s 
political class over the last 20 years, 
and in particular, the failure of the 
2005-2009 ‘Orange’ government. 




was	related	to	the	 fact	 that	political	 rallies	 in	Ukraine	rarely	call	 for	social	change,	while	
demonstrations	focusing	on	the	welfare	of	the	general	public	seldom	raise	political	slogans	
(with	 just	13%	of	events	making	combined	demands).	 In	addition,	 the	 lack	of	mixing	of	




It	 therefore	 follows	that	 the	 likelihood	of	achieving	a	cumulative	effect,	which	could	 lead	























In	 the	 first	 6	 months	 of	 2012,	 Ukraine	 saw	 only	 a	 few	 demonstrations,	 organised	 on	
a	local	level,	and	most	of	them	were	a	continuation	of	last	year’s	initiatives.	This	relative	




























Political rallies organised 
by the opposition and focused 
on short-lived calls for a change 
of power failed to attract much 
interest from the public. 
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the	 Orange	 Revolution.	 This	 means	 that	
the	Ukrainian	opposition	is	not	only	unable	




































At the moment, the business plan 
is based on preliminary estimates 
and has no concrete financial evi-
dence. Meanwhile, the continuing 
integration of energy markets across 
the European Union is forcing 
potential investors to make sound 
financial choices. 
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1. Is the situation in Ukraine developing in the right direction? (%)
AppeNd i x 
2. Do you trust the following institutions?
Yes (%) No (%)
The Church 62 17
The media 40 28
NGOs 27 29
The army 34 37
The opposition 24 53
The president 22 66
The police 15 63
The government 16 69
Parliament 12 73
Source:  Razumkov Centre (December 2011), http://www.razumkov.org.ua/ukr/news.php?news_id=386
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In the wrong direction
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The Centre for Eastern Studies (CES) was established in 1990. CES is financed from the budget. 
The Centre monitors and analyses the political, economic and social situation in Russia, Central 
and Eastern European countries, the Balkans, the Caucasus and the Central Asia. 
CES focuses on the key political, economic and security issues, such as internal situations 
and stability of the mentioned countries, the systems of power, relations between political 
centres, foreign policies, issues related to NATO and EU enlargement, energy supply security, 
existing and potential conflicts, among other issues. 
The views expressed by the authors of the papers do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Polish authorities. 




3. Do you support the actions of the following politicians? (%)
AppeNd i x 
4. Main themes of protests held in 2011 
Theme (%)
Socio-economic 60
Ideological (e.g. history, national identity) 25
Political 25
Civil rights 17






Former PM Yulia Tymoshenko
Opposition leader Arseny Yatsenyuk 
Deputy PM Serhiy Tihipko 
Parliamentary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn 
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov
President Viktor Yanukovych













Source: Razumkov Centre (December 2011), http://www.razumkov.org.ua/ukr/news.php?news_id=386
